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To the Right Honourable the 
Lord EFFINGHAM 


This ſmall Tract is humbly 
Dedicated, 


By His Logpsmiv's 


Moſt Humble, 


Moft Obliged, and 
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PREFACE | 


To THE 


READER. 


« now e 
claumin 
If 


HERE — 
latel 
be 


F parry 5 Church 
England, and clonal us | (whom 
they will not allow to'be of the — 


of England) wth unrighteous Prayers, 
and a damnable Schiſm ; I thought it 


| "y Duty to warn thoſe committed to 


y Care of this dangerous and falſe 
— 3 gero, not from the 
Strength of the Arguments ſupporting 
it, but from the Speciouſneſs of the 

Aſn d Ile, which all gaad Men 
love, 


_— IKILLRSFACE 
love; and from its T endency to pro- 
mote. an Intereſt, which too many wiſh 
well to, Accordingly I undertook to 


eonfeder this (Charge on the Fifth_of 


Navember.laft.paſt ; a Day, when,-1 
the Charge be juſt, it falls heavieſt 


upon us. The Arguments I then 


uſed, are theſerthat follow 35 which, 


fot Breuity ſake, I have thrown out 
of the Form of a Sermon. The ill 
Reception, my Endeauanrs to vindicate 


Men in tbein oum open and avowed 


Pradiice det it h, I cannot aſſign the 


Reaſon of if I-muſt therefore leave it 
tobe World: to judge, both of the Per- 
formance and the £xpediency of it. 
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Charge of Schiſm, &. 


HE Grounds, whereon the Adverſa- 
ries of the Church of England en- 
deavour tofound a Charge of Schiſm 
againſt her, are theſe: Ao 
The. ſay, King William (our late Deliverer 
of bleſſed Memory) was but an Uſurper, had 
no Right to the Throne of theſe Realms ; 
and conſequently Queen Anne and King 
George having no Right but what was found- 
upon the former unjuſt Title, neither the 
former had, 'nor the other has, any Power 
and Authority in theſe Realms and Domini- 
ons. From hence alſo they infer, that the 
Deprivation of thoſe Biſhops in King William's 
Days was null and void; and that we, who 
did not cleave to the old depriv'd Biſhops, but 
have held Communion with the Biſhops pur 
in by theſe Uſyrping Powers, are Schiſmaticks, 


Ars 


(8) 

are under 2 A Sin, and conſequently 
are in . certain St ate of —— from 
hich ic i, impofüble by any Means to eſcape, 
but by the Benefit of their Abſolution; which 
cannot be obtain id, unleſs. we renounce our 
Allegiance to King George, and declare for the 
Pretender, According to them, nothing. but 
this can ave us; Even the Blood of Jeſus 
Cheift cannot otherwiſe deliver us from cer- 
tain Damnation. Hear their own Words; 
Tbey (that is, the Biſhops put in during the laſt 
— Reigns, and all that have been Ordain'd 
by them). art ve Corahs, from whom the Lord: 
re Rags! to ſeparate ; they can n perſerm no | 
s of Prieſthood ; their very Prayers are Sint; 
— Sacraments are no Sacraments ; their Abſolu- 
tions are null and of no force ;- God ratifies nothing in 
Heaven, which * do in bis Name upon Egrth ; 

they can "thaimy no of God's Promiſes, nd, mor 


of his Aſſiſting Grace, nor of Remiſſion o 125 
the MERITS OF "7 ESUS CHRIS 
8 in the Sch; ”, 9 


* ted; ; nay, tho they Bal 
many Lives to um, "they cou'd "nu 
wake amends for * * with heir Blood. And % . 
fame may le ſaid of all thoſe who Jos: themſelors 
with them, and adbere to tbem. 

Now all this long Train of Conſequ uences 
depends entirely upon ſuppoſing Kin Ive Jia 
Queen Anne, and King Geige, to be Uſurpers 
_—_ a, * not to be ſuppoſed 1 e 
any Scruples of donſcienc 
B Communic Tongs t For 
in, Theirs or Ours, How! @vu'd x'deperid 1 
#6 their 


true Allegiance of that B 


F 
their Ordinations, Abſolutions, and Sacra. 
ments, even as they have ſtated the Queſtion, 
making thie Validity of Ordinations, of Sagra- 
ments, and of Ab NJ to depend on the 

p 


or Prieſt that 
adminiſters them? Can I be ſure that the 


Pretender has à good Right and Title to the 


Crown of theſe Realms? Can it be undenia- 
bly proved, that the Right thereunto is inde- 
feaſible ? I ſhou'd be loath my Eternal Sal- 
vation Thou'd depend on my right determining 
this Point: I am verily perſuaded that this 
Right is not indefeaſible, but I hope my Sal- 
vation depends upon Things that I am more 
ſure of, and wherein no Doubt can ariſe; 
But was I convinc'd of this, Can I be ſure that 
the Pretender is really and truly the Son of 
the late King Fames? What Man in his Senſes 
wou'd ſtake his Salvation upon ſo doubtſul an 
Iſſue ? and yet upon this very Iſſue I muſt 
put it, if I change my. Communion upon our 
Adverfaries Arguments. But ftill I can re- 
cee no Satisfaction, unleſs I am further aſ- 
ſur'd that the late King James did lawfully 
ſucceed his Brother King Charles the IId; that 
King Charles the IId had no lawful Iſſue, 
which, according to the indefeaſible Maxims, 
ought te have inherited before him. We 
know ſuch a Matter has been doubted ; and, if 
we muſt proceed upon theſe Grounds, my 
Conſcience will never be eaſie, till this Matter 
be put out of all doubt. And; when that is 
done, I may again be troubled and en 

m 


and can receive no Eaſe in my Mind, till 


(10) 

am aſſured that. King James the Iſt, the 
Grandfacher of King James the IId, from 
whom he muſt derive his Right, was fairly 
and lawfully deſcended from. King Henry the 
VIIth, having his Blood running purely in his 
Veins, without any Sophiſtication or Adulte- 
ration; which has been grievouſly ſuſpected: 
Nay farther, it muſt be proved, that King 
Henry the VIIth had an indefeaſible Right and 
undoubted Title; for, if he had no Right, ſure 
Jam the Pretender can have none: And fo I 
might go on, and raiſe Scruples in my Mind 
without end; bur I have already raiſed more 
than will ever be anſwer'd : and yet it is in- 
cumbent upon our Adverſaries to anſwer eve-. 
ry one of them, before they can reaſonably 

erſuade any Man to change our Communion 

or thei, .. — 5 
I Hay, it is incumbent on thew to ſatisfy all 
and every one of theſe Scruples; not on «s 
to diſprove them; for at laſt we cou d juſtly 
deny the Conſequence: And, while they were 
removing one of theſe Doubts, I wou'd in leſs 
Time, and in a clearer Light, ſet out the juſt 
Title of King George (whom God long pre- 
ferve) to the entire Satisfaction of all unpre- 
judicd Minds. And ſo this whole Fabric 


© 


wou'd fall at once. | 
But our Adverſaries, aware of this, chuſe 
rather to put the greateſt Streſs of their Ar- 
guments upon the Deprivation of the late Bi- 
ſhops in King Wiliam's Time. And argue 
thus: No Lay-Power, tho" having undoubted Right 
to their Dignities, can any more deprive Bop of 
OT Fa | Their 


< vx) 
their Sees, than Biſhops can depoſe them 5 and there- 
fore much lefs a Lay-Power that is Lſurp d. Here 
again they ſuppoſe what ought chiefly to be 

rov'd: For we utterly deny that King Wil- 
Fram was an Uſurper. EK 
But how do they prove that a Lay- Power 
cannot deprive a rightful Canonical Biſhop ? 
Not from the Example of Solomon, 1 Kings. 2, 
35. who, becauſe Abiathar the High Prieſt had 
conſpir d to ſet Adonijab, Solomon's elder Bro- 
ther, upon the Throne, did therefore depoſe 
that High-Prieſt; And Zadok the Prieſt did the 
King pat in the room of Abiathar, This is a Caſe 
ſo exactly parallel to ours, that, had any Pro- 
phet reproved Solomon. for ſo doing, I ſhou'd 
have ſomewhat doubted. But ſince I do not 
read, that thoſe, who complied with the Ad- 
miniſtration under Zadoł, were ever condemn- 
ed of Schiſm by the Fewiſh Church; ſince I do 
not read, that any after that adhered to Abia- 
thar, upon the Account of any indiffoluble 
Knot, or Relation between Paſtor and Peo- 
ple; ſince it doth not appear, but that Solo- 
mon had a Power to deprive an High Prieſt of 
the Fews, upon being in Rebellion againſt 
him; and fince I am taught, by the Second 
Canon of our Church, (whoſe Canons: our 
Adverſaries ſeem to allow) that the Kings of 
England have the ſame Authority in-Eccleſi- 
aſtical Cauſes, which the Kings of the Fews 
had; I am therefore fully fatisfy'd, that a 
Lay-Power can, and may juſtly in ſome Ca- 
fes, deprive a Biſhop, and that there lies no 
Obligation upon me to adhere to the depriv'd 


Biſhops, 
B 2 But 


(12) 
But farther, let us conſider what theſe Bi- 
ſhops were depriv'd of, and then fee whether 
it was beyond a Lay-Power to do it: Why 
then, this Lay-Power-depriv'd them of ſome 
Lay-Privileges, which they receiv'd from that 
Lay-Power, They were depriv'd of their 
Temporalities, their Baronies, their Votes in 
the Houſe. of Lords, and ſome Juriſdictions 
which they held of that Power; and were 
prohibited from exerciſſd any Epiſcopal or 
Prieſtiy Ofice, under certain Penalties, in 
Dominions ſubje& to that Power: In all 
Which things, the State deprived them of yo 
Privileges bur what they were. entruſted with 
by the State, upon certain Conditions which 
thoſe Biſhops wou'd no longer comply with. 
The State did not pretend to Unbiſhop them, 
to declare their Ordinations. their Abſolutions 
and Sacraments null and void, tho' they forbid 
them to adminiſter them here in theſe Ring- 
doms: The Powers they receiv'd directly from 
Chriſt were not attempted to be taken away. 
For if Dr. Sancrofs, Dr. Turner, and the reſt of 
the depos d Biſhops had tranſplanted them- * 
ſelves out of theſe Dominions, had gone and 
preach'd the Goſpel to Infidels and Indians, not 
ſubject to the Kings of England, no body wou'd 
have deny'd their Ofdinations, and Sacra- 
ments to be valid and good; nor wou'd our 7 
Legiſlatours have reſented it at their Hands: 


They never pretended to take thoſe Powers 


from them, only denied them the Exerciſe of 4 
them here in theſe, Dominions, ſuffering no 
body to enjoy any Temporal Advantages, 3 

| which ? 


It 
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Which they might lay claim to, by Virtue. of 


in them lay) the ill Conſequences whi 
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their Ordinations; and preventing (as far as 


might probably attend ſuch Men's Preaching ; 


who wou'd give no Security to the Govern- 


ment, that they wou'd not diſturb it by their 
Doctrines. {ak „ | 
_ . Beſides, our Adverſaries themſelves do own, 
that Biſhops may be depriv'd by their Col 


_ leagues, by their Equals, "That thoſe Spiri- 


tual Princes (as they are pleaſed to call them) 
may depoſe one another. Let all Mankind 
judge then, who are guilty of Schiſm; we, 
who join in Communion with the whole 
College of Engliſh Biſhops, or thoſe who ſe- 
parate from this College, to join with ſome 
fow that are cut off from them. Did not 
ſome of this College of Biſhops ordain others 
to ſupply the Cures which thoſe Depriv'd Bi. 
ſhops were render'd incapable dong; Did 
not the whole College approve of the Fact 
done by their Brethren, by receiving thoſe 
new ordained, Biſhops into the. Place of the 
Depriv'd ? Did they not admit them into their 
Synod,and in every thing give them the K ight- 
hand of Fellowſhip 2 And what cou'd they do 


more effectually to ſhew that they looked up- 


on theſe Biſhops, as juſtly depriv'd? Aud, if 
thoſeBiſhops had not thought ſo themſelves too, 
why did they not fend their Circular Letters 
to all Chriſtian Biſhops, warning them not to 
acknowledge their Competitors? Why did 
they not appeal to the next Synod? Or, if 
they deſpair'd of finding Juſtice, why did 

| they 


oO © 
they not appeal to the whole Chriſtian World 2 
Why did they not call Heaven and Earth to 
witneſs? Why did they nor proteſt againſt 
theſe Proceedings, that we might have been 
aware of the approaching Schiſm;.before we 
had been involv'd in it? Did not their Si- 
lence ſeem to approve. the Juſtice of the Sen- 
rence ? Is it not unreaſonable, that now, after 
irty Years holding Communion with our 
riſible Paſtors, not knowing any thing of their 
nyihble Church, we ſhou'd renounce this 
Communion, to enter into One, which we 
muſt have only, ſome Peoples Word for, that 
ide is the only pure Communion in the World? 
They do indeed tell us, that the Depriv'd 
Biſhops, after the Schiſm was ſtated and fix'd (that 
is, brought into the beſt Shape it could way 
took farther care to continue it, even beyon 
their own Lives, by conſtituting Paſtors, and 
ordaining inferiour Clergy ; in doing which, 
they had regard to the Conſent of Him (that is, the 
late King Famet) who (they tell us, but we 
92597 believe it) deſir d the Continuance of that 
Church ef England which was in Communion 
with them. This is the ' worſt Thing I ever 
heard laid to thoſe Biſhops Charge; and 
I am ſorry to hear it now. Till now, they 
have ever been repreſented as good Men, 
tho“ weak in this Particular; of a peace- 
able and quiet Temper ; that, tho' they 
had taken Oaths to the late King James, and 
therefore thought themſelves obliged not to 
accept of Power or Adminiſtration under 
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(15) 
another during bis Life, yet lived peaceably, 
without diſturbing the Commonwealth, 30d 


joining in Communion with thoſe. that 


otherwiſe minded in this matter. And as they 
cou'd not enjoy their Temporalities under 
King William, ſb; they freely yielded, that o- 
thers ſhou'd take the Care of their Spirituali- 
ties. This was the unanimous Report of them 
at firſt, And I believe it was true; till, a 

theſe, Men tell us, 454 Schiſm was ſtated — 
fx'd.; and then they acted like underhand 
Conſpirators, and, as it ſeems, endeavour'd 
to work up a Poiſon, to throw the Church 
and State into Convulſions many Years after 
their Death. | > 1 
Io palliate this, and to vindicate it as well 
4s they can, they tell us, that the Apoſtles 
had many as unlawful Meetings as theſe were. 
They inſtance in the Meeting, where Matthias 


was choſen to fill up the Miniſtry and Apoſt leſhip of. 


Judas ; which Meeting and the Buſineſs of is were 
both unlawful by the Laws of the Country, At ano- 


tber unlawful Meeting on the Day of Pentecoſt, | 


Peter, contrary to Law, by virtue of his Commiſion 


from God, Preached. In all the chief Places of the 


Roman Empire, Paul, contrary to their Laws, con- 
verted the People, fixed Churches, and Eccleſi aft ical 
Furiſditions and Principalities, as ſo many Parts 
and Provinces of Chriſt's Kingdom : They divided 
the World into Spiritual Diſtricts 5 and beld not only 
Religious Meetings for Worſhip, but Dioceſan and 
Provincial Meetings for Legiſlature and Diſcipline , 
not only without, but expreſly againſt the Conſent of 
rhe Secular Powers, Nay, they challeng'd Mainte- 


nance, 


(663 
| Hance, and Tevyd Contributions of their Spiritual 
Subjects, and erected Tribunals of Spiritual Fudica- 
ure, and  inflifted Spiritual Puniſhments, in a way 
independent of the Secular Power, To be ſhort. 
They turned the World upſide down, doing all thingt 
| contrary to "the Decrees of Cæſar. One wou 
hardly have expected to have met with ſuch. 
an Account, in a Book that the 'Thifteenth |! 
Chapter to the Romans was bound up with; 
much leſs, that all this ſhou'd be ſaid of the 
Anthor of that Chapter. And if theſe Men 
have ſufficient Grounds from Scripture to talk 
thus of Spiritual Princes in this World, of the 
Thrones, Principalities, and Juriſdictions of * 
Biſhops, independent of Kings and Emperors, * 
and of their Power to raiſe Taxes, and to 
command the Purſes of their Subjects; have 
we not reaſon to think, that theſe Words, My. 
Kingdom is not of this World, is an Interpolation, 
foiſted in by ſome Anti-Epiſcopalian or other 
But thus our Adverſaries cell us, that the Apo- 
ſtles acted: and from hence they think, that 
the private Ordinations of the late Depriv'd 
Biſhops is fufficiently vindicated. ” 
But was the matter of Fact true, (which I 
ſhall prove by and by to be, as to the main part, 
falſe) yet certainly there was a vaſt Difference 
between the Caſe of the Apoſtles; and of theſe 
Biſhops. Had the Apoſtles yielded. to the 
Powers of this World, and held their peace ; 
we, that live at chis Diſtance of Time from 
them, had never heard of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion: But the Places of theſe Biſhops were 
filed with thoſe, that wou'd ſtill * the 
ame 


f 


2 
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n 
fate Jeſus Chriſt. Had the State indeed, up- 
vn theſe Deprivations, ſent over for the Mufti 
to come to Lambeth ; had the other vacant 
Sees been filled with good Mufſelmans : Or, had 
they done no worſe than made the Pope 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury; then thoſe Fathers 


nad done well, in privately taking care of 


chat Flock which they cou d not do publicly, 


ſeeing ſuch grievous Wolves entring into the 
Fold; and might Have vindicated themſelves, 
by faying, We ought to obey God rather than 
TS But when the State immediately tobk care 

that their Vacant Churches ſhou'd be ſupplied 
I wich Paſtors, that ſhou'd feed the Flock with 
che ſame Care, and the ſame Doctrine; what 
vecaſion was there to alarm the World with 
& Threats of Damnation? Were there not im- 
F mediately Men put in of the ſame Faith and 
the ſame Hope ? So that that heavy part of 
che Charge entirely ſinks, or elſe falls on the 

Deprir d Biſhops, of ſenting ap Altar againſt Al- 
rer: The State only appointing others to ad- 
X miniſter at the fame Aer, in the ſame Way 
that muſt have been taken if the former Bi- 
[ ſhops had been naturally dead, or in any other 
XZ Manner render'd incapable to have diſcharged 
their Function. They did become incapable, 
and therefore others were appointed, of the 
JF lame tender Regard to the Welfire of 


Souls; who wou'd conduct the Sheep in the 
= fame Way of Salvation, differing from the 
former only in this one Point, viz. concern- 
jag the Rights of _— Princes; in 1 
ö le 


SY ©,5.../ 
Men might have learnt not to differ, by that 


one Queſtion of our Saviour, Who made me « 5 
Fudge over you? near We * 
. Theſe are the Grounds (viz. ſome Mens f 
different Judgments about the Rights of Prin- . 


ces, which they are not Judges of) from 
whence all theſe hideous Clamours are raiſed, 8 
from whence they take upon em to denounce Þ 
Damnation againſt all of a different Opinion; 
as if out Salvation depended upon who is | 
King of England, or who is Archbiſtiop of 
Canterbury. | n 
II. They raiſe another Argument from the 
Second Canon of our Church, which ſaith, 
Whoſoever ſhall hereafter affirm, that the King: 
Majeſty hath not the ſame Authority in Cauſes Fel 1 
fraſtical, that the Godly Kings bad among the Jews, 
and the Chriſtian Emperors of the Primitive Church, 
or impeach gny Part of the Regal Supremacy, &c. 
let him be excommunicated ipſo facto. From 
hence they infer, that, all thoſe Biſhops, ® 
Prieſts and Deacons, who threw off their Al- 
legiance to the late King James, upon his 
Abdication, ſtand ipſo facto excamgitinicated. 
And ſince no excommunicated Perſon can do, 
or perform any Miniſterial Function, but all 
is null and void; therefore they ſay, all out 
Ordinations are no Ordinations, our Sacra- 
ments no Sacraments, the Blood of Jeſus 3 
Chriſt can't ſave us, Cc. But to this I reply, 
That there is a great deal of difference be- 
tween ſaying King James hath no Right to be 
King of England, and ſaying The King of Eng- * 
land hath no Authority in Cauſes Eccleſiaſt ical, or, ; 
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(19) 
Is not Supream Head of the Church of England. 


The Deſign of the Canon was not to deter- 
mine who had Right to the Crown, but what 
are the Rights of the Crown : Not to ex- 
communicate thoſe who wou'd advance any 

one to the Crown, who they thought had a 
Right; but jt ordains that they ſhall be ex- 

IX communicated, who depreciate and vilify the 
Crown it ſelf : So that thoſe Biſhops that ſub- 
mitted to King Wiliam, or even thoſe who 
were inſtrumental in bringing about the Re- 
volution, are not concern'd in this Canon, 
which aſcribes no Supremacy or Power what- 
ever to any Perſon, that wears not the Impe- 
rial Diadem. 

But if this Supremacy be inherent in, and 
inſeparable from, that Perſon who once 
enjoy'd the Crown, or to whom of Right it 
belongs; if all Biſhops ſtood actually excom- 
municated, that acknowledg'd an Uſurper,and 
all their Ordinations were no Ordinations : 
Then have we reaſon to doubt, whether we 
have ſuch a thing as a Biſhop or Prieſt in 
England at this time ; or whether all Chriſti- 
anity has not been -baniſh'd hence many 
hundred Years. For can it be well ſuppos'd 
that, among ſo many Turns and Changes of 
Government which have happen'd in our Na- 
tion, our Biſhops always made a right 
Judgment, never err'd in their Allegiance, or 
never ſubmitted to an Uſurper? And if they 
have; then, according to this Doctrine, we 
are all in a State of Heatheniſm. I am forry 
to ſee Men inſiſt ſo much upon a true Succeſ- 
h RR ſion 
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de Unchriſtian d for it? This may be the Caſe | 
| ours; and then we ſhou'd get nothing by ic, 


50 to deſpiſe or diſregard a good Spcceſtion : 1 1 
"1 from the Apoftles. I am ſure, it is the beit q 


But we ought not te lay a greater Streſs upon 
and perplex our Canſciences with Doubts,thar 


tent of the Ordainer: But theſe Men make 


For that Church may with ſome ſort of Con- 


pretend to Ordain, when they do not intend 


1 
ſion of Biſhops, and yer make a true Spceef. 
be continued for many leſs Years, chan have 
run out ſince the Apoliles Time. Suppoſe, in | 
running up the Pedigree af all our Ordina- | 
tions in England, they ſhou'd at laſt all depend : 
upon an Ordination of Pope Jaan; cou'd the 
good People of England help it? Muſt they all 


, * %* * 


of aur Adverſaries Ordination, as well as 


ho we ſhou'd join in Communion wich them. 
wou d not be thought from hence wholly 1 


hope ours is a true one, deriv'd untaintedl7 


that could be got, and I hope we ſhall keep it 
pure while in our Cuſtody, and tranſmit it to 
our Pofterity as undefiled as we receiv'd it. 


it, than the Nature ef the Thing will be 
and plunge ourſelves into Difficulties, out o 
which the Wit of Man can never extricate us 3 


can never be cleared. n t 23 
We condemn the Church of Rome for mak.. 
ing hex Ordinations to depend upon the In- 


* 
* 


ours to depend upon far greater Uncertainties. 
fidence rely on the Integrity of her Biſhops, 
that they will not ſo far prevaricate, eſpecially 
when they can reap, no Benefit by it, as to 
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(21) | | 
it. But with theſe Men, the Validity of Or. 
dination depends on the Rights and Titles of 
Princes to Thrones, which can never be ad- 
juſted to all Mens Satisfaction; and on private 
Opinions and Sentiments, which no Man can 
be aware of,in a Biſhop ; which he may think 
himſelf obliged to hold, but which ſhall ex. 
communicate him without any Sentence paſt 
upon him. They will not allow their Biſhops 
to be juſtly depriv'd, becauſe no formal Sen. 
tence was paſt upon them by their Colleagues, 
tho” at the ſame Time thoſe Colleagues teſti. 
fied their Aſſent and Conſent to their Depri- 
vations, by ordaining others in their Places; 
But now our Biſhops are excommunicated 
without a Sentence, and ipſo facto is to ſignify 
ſomething that ic never did before ; it being 
never known that any one was deemed Ex- 
communicated by the Church, till after Sen- 
tence paſt, tho* they had violated a Canon 
which ordained that they fſhou'd be excome 
municated ipſo fucto, i e. certainly, preſently, 
or out of hand. And is it not very ſtrange, 
that this Canon fhou'd immediately and ay 
once excommunicate all our Biſhops, and in- 
validate all their Ordinations? when at the 
ſame time theſe Men ſhall remain Orthodox, 
and in the Boſom of the Church, who de- 
Clare to*all the World, that ia this Kingdom ma- 
»y falſe Maxins, extreamly burtfut to the Church, 
aud detrimental to the Chriftiaw Religion, are re- 
ceived for Law and Fruth ; ſuch as, that the KING 
ES SUPREAM ORDINARY : But if this is not 
to break the Canon, then can it not be * 
O 


4 


(22) 


Not only our Biſhops are no Biſhops, our 
Sacraments no Sacraments : but they further 
tell us, That our very Prayers are unrighteous and 
curſing contrary to all Truth and Righteouſneſs ; and are 
as Blaſp in the Ears of the if and holy God; and 
pollute all the Offices whercin they are uſed,thoſe at the 
Holy Altar not excepted : And of the two Sims, ny 
tell us freely, that they think it heſs heinous to be 
preſent at Divine Offices where Ave Marie's are 
uſed, than at ſuch Prayers, Now the difference 
berween their Prayers and ours confiſts only 
in two or three Words; in the Change of a 
few Names. They 'pray for I don't know 
who; and we pray for King George and his 
Family, (whom God for ever bleſs) But this 
is fo horrid a Crime, that a Man had better be 
guilty of Idolatry ; cho? we have St. Paul ex- 
horting us, that Prayers and Supplications be made 
for All Men; for Kings, and all that ARE in 

Authority. + 
Thele are the Maxims, the Principles, and 
the way of arguing, whereby theſe Men wou'd 
run the far greateſt part of the good People 
of this Nation into utter Deſpair ; whereby 
they wou'd inject into their Minds not only 
Scruples or Doubts, but certain ExpeRations 
of Eternal Ruin and Damnation: Theſe are 
the Means and Methods, whereby they wou'd 
diſtract and diſcompoſe the Weak, and enrage . 
the Multitude; whereby they wou'd fire all 
into Animoſities, and blow 'em up into Rage, 
Fury, and Madneſs : Whereby they wou'd turn 
the World upſide down, (to uſe their own Phraſe) 
doing all things contrary to Law ; and then think 
to 


ih E Ca) 
to vindicate themſelves, becauſe ſome Nr, 
and other lewd Fellows of the baſer ſort at 
' Theſſalonica, falſly charg'd the Apoſtles wich ſo 
doing, A&s 17. 6. Thus they ſtick at nothing, 
even bely the Holy Apoſtles, and vouch that 
for Truth, which was only the malicious Ac- 
cuſation of their Enemies. 3 

O my Soul, come not thou into the Secret 
of theſe Men; mine Honour, be not thou 
united unto them, who thus proſtitute the Sa- 
tred Ordinances of God, to ſerve the ends of 
their Avarice, Ambition, and Revenge ; who 
awreſt the Sacred Scriptures to Mens Perdi- 
tion; who call Evil Good, and Good Evil; 
who darken the Ways of Salvation, and cauſe 
Men to fear where no Fear is. ty 
We blame the Church of Rowe, and that 
juſtly too, for holding ſome things neceſlary 
to Salvation, which muſt be groped out by 
their dark Lanthorn of Traditions: Whereas 
the Church of England always held, that all 
things neceſſary to Salvation were ſo plainly 
and clearly revealed in Holy Scripture, that 
every one of any moderate Capacity might 
underſtand them. But how contrary to this, 
how agreeably to the Papiſts, do theſe Men 
act? Who make our Salvation to depend upon 
the moſt intricate Queſtions; upon the ſub- 
tileſt Diſputations; upon the moſt unaccount- 
able Actions of ſome Men; upon the darkeſt 
Paſſages of ancient Hiſtory; upon long De- 
ductions of fallacious Reaſonings; upon the 
Rights of Princes, which few Men can deter- 
mine, moſt Men have nothing to do _—_ : 
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from that late Biſtinction of a Nonjuring and 


tame all thoſe other, which of late Lears have 


Lemmandmem; Good Lord deliver us. 
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And then Whoſe Indignation woll Wit gt 
lle, to be chreaten d with Damnation, only 
Gn in fuch Points wherein few. ace 

ed? What Patience can endure jt; 081 be 

tondemned for the Faults of our Accuſers 
ofly? To ſee men raiſe Schiſms, Parties, and 
Diſtinctions, and then to have the Charge 
laid at our Doors? Yet thus we have been 
ferv'd, and loved them that ſerv'd us ſo: But 
I think we may now at laſt ſee, eſpecially 
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® Revolution Church, from what quarter 


ſo rent and divided this poor Church of Eng. 
lands We may now gueſs at the Authors of 
them, What bad Ends they were deſigned t6 
_ Whoſe Intereſt they were to promote. 
* From all Sedition, privy Conſpiracy and Rebellion; 
from all falſe Doctrine; Hereſie and Schiſm ; 
Hardneſs of Heart, and Contempt of thy Word and 
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